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Left Hand, Right Hand Halt Talks: Just cuz they said it was okay… Sure Enough, The Bugs
Are Back: creepy-crawlies of concern. Because Someone Asked: saving you a trip to the
dictionary. Do You Deal in a Service?: recommend someone. Nuttin’ To Do: area events.
Quarterly Meetings: you’re invited. Behind the Scenes: the people.

LEFT HAND, RIGHT HAND
HALT TALKS
Once upon a time, when the world was young and you wanted to make an alteration to your
dwelling, you applied for a building permit from the City of McHenry. The City, in turn, would
make contact with us, the Woodcreek Property Owners
Association, to ascertain that the requested alteration
was agreeable with us. If your request did not violate the
standards that are set forth in the Declaration of
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (commonly
known as the ‘CCRs’), then the Association assured the
City that the we had no objection to the issuance of a
building permit.
But that was then, this is now. (Congratulations to
anyone who just thought of that song from the 1986
compilation album by The Monkees, Then & Now… The
Best of The Monkees.)
The Association has learned that the City is no longer
asking homeowners associations for approval on
building permits. Which means that you could get a
permit for construction and the Association would have
no knowledge of it, until someone noticed activity at
your residence.
This lack of communication between the City and the
Association doesn’t mean that you can ignore the CCRs. If you’re planning to make changes to
your house that require a building permit, please contact the Association before you apply for a
building permit. Major changes to your house may be within the purview of the CCRs; and if your
plans do not meet the requirements of the CCRs, you will need to modify your plans before they
are acceptable to the Association. Approval of your plans by the City of McHenry does not imply
approval by the Association.
Especially in the case of exterior changes, you should consult the Architectural Committee for a
review of your plans. The current members of that committee are Mike Bown (President of the
Association), Jerry Hawkinson (Vice president), and Paul Morck. You can find contact information
on the last page of this newsletter.
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Sure Enough, The Bugs Are Back
The leaf and grass root-munching Japanese beetle has been spotted in the area. They’ve infested
most of the U.S.A. east of here, and they’re slowing working their way west. If you find one, kill it!
(Don’t worry, they don’t bite.)
If you have a vegetable garden, you ought to be watching for these
pests, as their favorite foods include the leaves of strawberries,
tomatoes, peppers, blackberries, blueberries, corn and peas, among
other varieties of plants.
Pheromone traps were the most popular way to capture these
beetles: as the beetles are poor flyers, they would fly into a flat wall
of the trap, then fall into a collection bag. However, research has
indicated that these traps may attract more beetles than they catch,
and so they are not recommended.
Catnip, chives, garlic, and tansy are natural
repellants, as are the remains of dead beetles.
If you’ve seen only a small number of beetles, a simple soapy water spray is
suﬃcient to control them. You can cover your plants with netting, but that
may interfere with the pollination of the plants.
The adult beetles are typically active only until mid-summer, after which they
burrow into the soil and lay eggs. While in the ground, they are susceptible to
milky spore disease, caused by the milky spare bacterium. Applying milky
spore bacterium to the soil, especially in the fall, can reduce the emergence
of adult beetles in the next spring. Milky spore bacterium is commercially
available in powder form.
And then there’s the Emerald Ash Borer. Its larvae burrow
into the bark of ash trees; the tree will starve, and eventually die.
Ash wood from northern Illinois is quarantined, and cannot be
moved out of this area.
If you suspect that you have an infected tree, describe its
symptoms and send a digital photograph to the Illinois
Department of Agriculture at <AGR.EAB@Illinois.gov>; or call
the hotline at 800.641.3934.
Finally, here’s the everpopular Gypsy Moth. It feeds on many diﬀerent species of
trees, but it prefers hardwoods. After the moth has eaten the
leaves of the tree, the tree goes into shock and may die due to
the stress.
If you see a Gypsy Moth, either adult or caterpillar, call
866.296.6684 (6684 = MOTH). This is toll-free number.
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Adult Gypsy Moth

Because Someone Asked
promulgate |ˈpräməlˌgāt; prōˈməl-| : verb [ trans. ] promote or make widely known (an idea or
cause) : these objectives have to be promulgated within the organization. promulgator |-ˌgātər| |
ˈprɑməlˈgeɪdər| : noun. ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: from Latin promulgat- ‘exposed to public view,’
from the verb promulgare, from pro- ‘out, publicly’ + mulgere ‘cause to come forth’ (literally ‘to
milk’ ).

Do You Deal In a Service?
www.WoodcreekMcHenry.org, which you may remember from last quarter’s Promulgator, is
adding a new page: Services. This will be listings of local businesses that you have used and would
recommend to other owners in the Association.
• Are you using a landscape or lawn service? Tell us about them! (You’re not embarrassed, are you?)
• Are you a business? Tell us about yourself!
• What about that new restaurant that you patronized last week? We want to know!
• Want to advertise your availability? Here’s the place! (Woodcreek owners only, please. But if you’re
not a Woodcreek owner, and you want to place a paid advertisement on the web site, we can
negotiate.)

Nuttin’ To Do
Looking for a local event? Here’s what happening around town:
August 6: City Band Concert & Farmer’s Market at Veteran’s Memorial Park, 7 p.m.
August 13: City Band Concert & Farmer’s Market at Veteran’s Memorial Park, 7 p.m.
August 16: Johnsburg Car & Bike Show at McHenry Township Park, 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.
September 12 & 13: 2nd Annual Downtown Business Association Wine Tasting Festival at
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Veteran’s Memorial Park.
September 13: Country Meadows Craft Show at Petersen Park.
September 19: McHenry Township Touch-a-Truck at McHenry Township Park, 10 a.m. until
2:00 p.m.
October 3 & 4: Antique Tractor Show at Historic Petersen Farm, 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
<http://www.tractorsforcharity.com>
October weekends: Jaycees Haunted House at Knox Park.

Quarterly Meetings
The Board of Directors of the Woodcreek Property Owners Association holds its Quarterly
Meeting on the third Tuesday of the first month in each calendar quarter. The next meeting for
2009 will be held on October 20 (at the home of Jerry Hawkinson, 6515 Sycamore Court). The
meeting will begin at 7:00 PM.

Behind the Scenes
The Woodcreek Property Owners Association is you. We’re just the volunteers who do the busy
work.

WPOA Officers
President

Mike Bown

815.385.1279

Vice President

Jerry Hawkinson

815.385.4696

Treasurer

Gerry Stueckemann

815.344.7958

Secretary

Ed. Floden

815.363.4701

Parks Director

Bill Conley

815.578.0572

The WPOA web site is located at <http://www.WoodcreekMcHenry.org>. Our e-mail address is
<wpoa@WoodcreekMcHenry.org>. If you need to mail something to us, send it to WPOA, P.O.
Box 721, McHenry, Illinois 60051-0721.

About The Woodcreek Promulgator
The Woodcreek Promulgator is the newsletter of the Woodcreek Property Owners Association of
McHenry, Illinois. It is published once per calendar quarter, but not on any specific day. The
Woodcreek Promulgator can be read online on the WPOA web site, or downloaded as a PDF file.
The articles in The Woodcreek Promulgator are written and edited by Ed. Floden, unless otherwise
noted. “Who’s laughing now?”— Ash, Evil Dead II
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